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The P R EFACE. 


T is not always without good 
effet, ſaith a celebrated wri- 
ter 1, that men of proper qualifica- 
> tions write in ſucceſſion on the [ame 
* JSubjeftts. For the ſame ideas may be 
* alelivered more intelligibl „ or more 
delightfully, by one than by another + 
Or with attractions that may allure 
minds of a different form. No wri- 
ter pleaſer all; and every writer may 
3 Pleaſe and profit ſome.” Upon theſe 
principles, the publick is preſented avith 
te following diſcourſes; the Jubjets 
e avhich will be allowed to be of 
great importance to promote the inte- 
= reſts of real religion. That the advi- 
ces and admonitions contained in them, 
a3 are 


+ Dr, Joknſon, 


Wm „ ei er RSA 


iv PREPACE. 


are much avanted, is alas! too af pa- 
rent, from the little effet which pub- 
lick worſhip. appears to have upon the 
generality of theſe who attend it. 
There were fix ſermons on each of 


theſe ſuljects, firfl preached at d lice 


ture at the Weigh-houſe in London 
by ſome eminent miniflers there t, a- 


bout fixty years ago, and afterwards 


publ. ſhed. Another ſett on reading the 
ſcriptures followed them, and it was 


intended to publiſh two ſetts more on 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. As 
theſe ſubjects were handled with great 
judgment, clearne/s and ſeriouſneſs, and 
by preachers of confiderable note itt” 


their day, it is ſurpriſing that they 
met with no better a reception at the 


time of their fublication, and are /o 


| little known in the world, I kngw 


not how to account for this, avithout 
throwing a refletion upon the tafte-and 


claradter 


I viz, Drs. Groſvenor, Harris and Earle, and 
Mefirs, Reynolds, Newman and Bradbury. 5 


PREFACE . v 
elaracter of that generation, But by 
ſuppoſing, that the unhappy contro- 
verfies which ardſe, foon after their 
publication, relating to the dotrine 
of the trinity, and which prevented 
u uſeful defign from being com- 
pleated, diverted the attention of the 
publick from what had been publiſhed. 
Thus, as one of them expreſſeth ity 
* the abomination that maketh deſolate 
was brought in among them. And in- 
deed men in general are prone to pay 
more attention to points of doubtful 
diſputation, than to what is indiſputa- 
Due, practical and uſeful: And they* 
ad rather read and quarrel about tie 
minutiæ of controverſies, which none 
of them can underfland, than enter 
heartily into the knowledge, life” and 
practice of true religion.—T he follow- 
ing diſcourſes are upon a like plan; and 
contain advices and directions relating 
to the ſeveral parts of publick warſhip, + 
and awell ſuited to the common caſe of 
OE) A 3 chiriſtians, 
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chriſtians, amidſt their different /enti- 
ments on controverted points, and the 
different forms in which they worſhip, 
In theſe directions they have all a great 
and intereſting centeru. Theſe are re- 
duced to ſo ſmall a compaſs and placed, 3 
1 hope, in /o plain and ſtrong a light, 3 
as to be ſuited to the capacities and cir= | © 
cumſtances of almoſt all who attend re- # 
ligious afſemblies, If my Brethren in $ 
the miniſiry ſhould think them worthy 1 3 
of their notice and adapted to chriſtian 3 
edification, I preſume they will recom. A 
| mend them to their reſpedive COongrega-. I 
| tions; for their ſakes, that they may 
1 be improving in knowledge and holi- 
| neſs by thriſtian worſhip aud miniflerial 
= | inſtructions; and for their oaun Jakes f 
| alſo, that they may be infiramental in 4 
| doing more good, than they can poſſibly 
do, awhile their hearers do not pay a h 
I | greater regard to the manner in aich 
ſi! they attend and join in publict worſhip, 
li and the ends which they ought to pro- 
1 | poſe 
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4 po ſe to themſelves by it. The good ę ect, 
aulich I have reaſon to believe theſe 
Sermons, thro' the divine blaſſing, pro- 
duced in ſome, to whom they were 
'” addreſſed from the pulpit, encourageth 
me to hope, that they are calculated 
Por general uſefulneſs : This hath led me 
to comply avith the requeſt of ſeveral of 
ny friends to publiſh them in a cheap 
form, that they may be likely to have 4 
more extenſive ſpread. May that God, 
7 avho loweth the gates of Zion, ſucceed 
'B this attempt to promote a more dili- 
gent improvement of the wworſhip and 
Levi, of our religious amr L 
Amen. 
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if Conſider what: I ſay; and the Lord 
= give thee underflanding in all things. | 


FOR T 1s painful to every a. | 


N rious mind, eſpecially to 
= X every. faithful miniſter, 
. to obſerve, what little 
apparent good is done by the publick 
wWorſhip of Gos: How much igno- 
rance of divine things; how many 
irregularities of temper and conduct, 
are to be ſound among tholep who 
regularly and decently attend it. le 
is worth our while to enquire to what 


8 this 


IE. 


SEEM La YF i 


Ty 


* 


— 


— <a +0 


2 9 — 
444% „ «4 ͤuvͥ HAD 


— 


A 


* 
3 


* 2 
4 8 <A 4 
A A 


4 * * a” Ll * 
—ͤ—ñ—6ÿ4—— oo iS —P— — _y 5 as * —_ nn 
— W hy of + 1 * 


1 
4 i 
——— — — gp 
wes 
— ö 
8 


3 Diredtionm for profitably 8. 1, 


this is owing. You believe, I am per- 


ſuaded, Brethren, that the publick 


worthip of Gop is a reaſonable ſer- 
vice, and that it is alſo a divine in- 


ſtitution. A being of infinite wiſ- 


dom could never appoint means, 
that were not in their own nature 
fitted to anſwer the intended end. 


That the fault doth not entirely lie 


upon miniſters, is evident from this 
one conſideration 3 that the caſe is 
tuch the ſame in all chriſtian ſoeie- 
ties; tho' the ſentiments and abilities 


of their miniſters, and their methods 
of addreſs are very different. It ſeems 


therefore to be in a great meaſure 
owing to the want of due care in 
thoſe who -attend publick worſhip ; 
to the neglect of conſidering the na- 


ture and deſign of the ſervices in 
which they are engaged ; not paying 


a diligent attention to them, and 


cc a ſerious reflection upon [ 
them afterwards, — 1 hope, you wil! 
not 


8. 4 Hearing the Ward. 3 
not only: bear with me therefore, but 
believe, that I am. conſulting your 
beſt intereſt, while I ſhall employ this 
diſcourſe in laying before you ſuch di- 
rections and advices,as may, by the di- 
vine bleſſing, aſſiſt you to make a pro- 
per improvement of the word which 
you hear. And they ſhall be grounded 
upon that exhortation of St. Paul to 
© Timothy contained in the text; c. 4 
der what I gay; which may refer 
to what he had ſid to him in per- 
6. | ſon, and in his publick preaching 5 
and what he had written to him in 
this and the former letter. And 
when he had directed him to conſider 
it, he adds his wiſh and prayer, that 
2? Gov, the fountain of wiſdom and 
grace, would“ give him underfland- 
ing in all things, which were of im- 
J portance for him to know, Temem- 
ber, and attend to; and enable him to 
act ſuitably to the inſtructions he had 
. received, The directions I ſhall give 
5 A 6 8 you, 
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4 Directions for profitably 8. 1. 


gently attended to. 


.ro doQrine ; 3. and to re prove and re- 


you, for improving the word of Gon, 
whether read, expounded or preach- 
ed to you, are theſe four—diligently 
attend to it carefully remember it 
— ſeriouſly reflect upon it and let all 
be accompanied with prayer. 

I. The word of Gov, in order to 
its being profitable, muſt be dili- 


- Chriſt hath appointed paſtors and. 
teachers in his church. They are. 
to .* preach the word, to give atten- 
dance to reading, to exhortation „and. 


buke with all long-ſuffering.“ What 
they ſay is therefore to be diligently. 
attended to. Gop demands, and we. 
in his name demand of you, the at-. 
tention of the ear; that, in the lan- 
guage of Moſes, you * ſet your hearts. 
to all the words, that we tellify.” 
Every faculty of the ſoul and power 
of the body is to be employed for 

'God,. 
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I, Io Hearing the Word. 5 


God, and uſed in his ſervice, * He 


that hath cars to hear, ſaith Chriſt, 


jet him hear; hear with all the marks 
of reverence and ſeriouſneſs. * 


particularly, 

Every thing that would inter- 
rupt the attention ſhould be avoided 
and guarded againſt ;* For inſtance, 


cies, and every poſture, which would 
diſpoſe 3 you to it: Becauſe this is a 
notorious affront to God, and ſhows 
the utmoſt contempt of his miniſters 
and his word, Looking about, and 
obſerving the coming in or going 
out, the dreſs or the poſture, of o- 
Hers; will certainly draw off the at- 
tention from what is faid ; and is ex- 
tremely unbecoming, when joining 
in the greateſt ſolemnity in the 


world, That caution of our Lord 
mould be always ſounding in our 


ears; Tale heed how ye hear f. 
Further, 


6 The 


+ Luke viii, 18. 


and all previous indulgen- 
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Directions for profitably S. 1. 
The attention of the mind muſt 
be fixed to What we hear; and great 
pains taken to keep the thoughts in- 
- tent.*—A perſon may ſeem to thoſe 
about him very attentive, while his 
thoughts are otherwiſe employed. 
We read of ſome of Ezetizel's hearers, 
'| who * ſat before Gop as his people. 
ſat, and externally ſhowed much 
reſpe tothe preacher, and attention 
to what he ſaid; but their hearrs 
went after their covetouſneſs ; their 
thoughts were in their buſineſs or 
families or pleaſures. It is good fre- 
1 quently to conſider, how our thoughts 
are engaged: If we find them wan- 
dering from the point, to endeavour 
to recall them; and co baniſh thoſe 
i {| ideas-which are unſuitable and un- 
ſeaſonable. A perſect command of 
our thoughts is not to be expected: 
But if we keep our hearts with all 
diligence, often conſider and recol- 
: 8 | le& 
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divine help, we ſhould ſoon attain a 
habit of greater fixedneſs and atten- 
tion. Further, 


The mind muſt be cloſely applied 


to what id fuid, with a view and de- 
fign to underſtand it.“ The reflect- 
ing powers of the mind ſhould be 


employed, as well as the attention 


fixed, Thus Chriſt faid to the mul- 
titude, © hearken unto me every one 
of you, and underſtand f.“ The 
ground work of religion is laid in 
the underſtanding: And it ſhould 
be the deſire and intention of every 


one, who attends upon preaching,'to 
A perſon may be fo. 
attentive as to hear every word, and 


underſtand it. 


yet not. underſtand it; for Want of 


reflecting on what the preacher ſaith, 


Conſider then in general the text 
and ſubje&; attend carefully to the 


diviſion and branches of a difcourſe, 


and 
+ Mark vii. 14. 


lect what we are about and. pray for 
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8 Di ections for profiiably S. 1. 
and to the general drift and deſign 
of it. Go back in your thoughts to 
what hath been before: ſaid.; that. 
you may obſerve the connexion, and 
know uvp9n what the ſeveral inferen- 
ces, refleQtions, advices or motives 


are founded. Such a recollection will 


make your attention agreeable and 


profitable. Once more under this 


head, 

© Endeavour to attend with fuita- 
ble diſpoſitions of heart.“ If a per- 
ſon comes to hear with bad ends, or 
no good end, or without a proper 


"diſpoſition of ſoul to receive the 


word, his attendance will be vain. 
Now it is obvious with what diſpo- 

ſitions we ſhould come. — For in- 
ſtance, with a full perſuaſion that 
preaching is a divine inſtitution ;. 


that what you hear is zndeed the word 


of Gop, as far as agreeable to ſcrip- 
ture; and that each of you, be your 


rank, character and attainments what. 


they 
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they will, is greatly concerned in it. 


Hearing tlie Ward. 9 


This is that Faith, without which 
©the word preached (as the apoſtle 
obſerves) will not profir t.“ Conſe- 
quently to come with a view to gra- 


tify our curiofity; to have the mind 
entertained with ſentiments or lan- 


guage, or the manner of utterance, 


13 not ſuch a diſpoſition as Gop 


approveth, nor wilk it be ſervice- 
able to us. He that would gain be- 
nefit by the word, muſt come with 
an awful ſenſe of Gop's omniſcience, 
his infinite ſuperiority and majeſty, 
and his right to preſcribe laws to his 
creatures. He muſt attend with a 
perſuaſion that chriſtian miniſters are 
the ſervants of the moſt high God, 
who act by his authority: That they 
are authorized and commiſſioned by 
Chriſt, the head of the church, to 
Publiſh and explain his Jaws to_the 
world, and demand, attention. and 
= by obedience. 
2 Heb, iv, 2s. 
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Directions for profitably S. 1. 


obedience to them. 
tle ſaith of the The/alonians, ye re- 
ceived the word of Gop, which ye 


heard of us, not as the word of men, 


but, as it is in truth, the word of 


Gop j.'—There muſt be a humble” 
deſire and full purpoſe to know and do 


the will of Gop, The word is to 
be received with meekneſs; with a 
humble ſubmiſſion of ſoul to its di- 
vine authority; and with good and ho- 
et hearts; that is, ſincere intentions 
and reſolutions of paying all obedi- 
ence to it 1. All hearers ſhould be 
able to ſay in ſincerity, as Cornelius 


to Peter, Now are we all here pre- 


ſent before God, to hear all things 
that are commanded: thee of Gop to 
ſpeak to us ||,” 


II. The word muſt be carefully 
remembered. 


Otherwiſe 


t I The il. 13. + Tames i. 21, Luke vill, 1 5 
| Acts x, 33 


Thus the apoſ= 7 


8. 1. Hearing the Word, 11 
Otherwiſe we cannot confiver it, 


Z as St. Paul exhorts Timothy to do. 


A care to remember it is peculiarly 


neceſſary in hearing the word. What 
is read may be reviewed; read over 
again, and further conſidered: But 
ſermons and lectures are once deli- 
vered; and, if ſomething of them is 
not remembered, all benefit by them 
will in a great meaſure be loſt, Re- 
membering what we hear is expreſſed: 


in a very beautiful and inſtructive 


Pbraſe by the prophet Jaial; it is 
called, hearing for the time to come; 


Who among you will give ear to 


this F who will hearken and hear for” 
"the time to come +; that he may 
bare it, as it were, always ſounding: 
in his cars? Some indeed have a. 
better memory than others: And this: 
power of the mind generally decays 
in advancing years. But where the 
memory! is weak; greater attention: 


and 
95 P Iſai. xlii, 23. 
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Tz Directions for profitably S. 1. 
and care is neceſſary, If perſons will 
ſeriouſly conſider it, there will ap- 
pear no greater difficulty in remem- 
111 bering the text, the heads and lead- 
"iy ing thoughts of a ſermon, eſpecially 
2 where they naturally ariſe out of the 
10 j text, and the practical inſtruQions 
1 | drawn from it, than in remembering 
n any thing elſe of equal length. Is it 
dot as eaſy for a young perſon to re- 
a the text and a few heads of 
ant | a ſermon, as a long ſtory, or a leſſon 
INTE | at ſchool? Is it not as eaſy for a 
Et tradeſman to commit to memory the 
08 chief particulars of a ſermon, as ? 
ſome articles of news which he hath * 
juaſt read or heard; cr the price of 
| a bill of parcels, which he hath juſt * 
looked over? Is it not as eaſy ſor 
| a ſervant to remember the principal 7 
{ [ y heads of a diſcourſe, as a long meſ- 
| ſage, a piece of ſcandal out of a 4 
neighbour's family, or a verſe or two. 43 
of a willing ſong or licentious bal- | 
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8. 1. Hearing the Word, 13 
lad? Pains ſhould be taken to com- 
mit to memory the general deſign 
and moſt inſtructive thoughts of a 
diſcourſe; eſpecially that part which 
is particularly ſuited. ro a perſon's 
dcn circumſtances. In order to aſſiſt 
this remembrance, great care ſhould 
be taken by miniſters, that their di- 
viſions be few and natural; their 
heads ſhort, plain and comprehen- 
ſive ; and to avoid thoſe harangues, 
without any apparent method or di- 
viſion, which are very anhappily be- 
come faſhionable. In this view, a 
1 ſhort repetition of the heads, and 
a few thoughts of the greateſt mo- 
ment, is extremely proper, and very 
agreeable to all meek and devout 
hearers. — Writing down either at 
church, at Feaſt 1n your retiremept 
afterwards, the plan and chief 
thoughts of a diſcourſe, and agy 
-thing you are particularly defirous 
40 recollect, would: be a great help 
Z both 
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14 Direckions for profitably S. 1. 


both to the attention and memory.— 
Another method to impreſs what is 
ſaid upon the memory, is, zo tall 7t 
over afterwards with your family or 


Friends, and to enquire of your chil- 


dren and ſervants what they remem- 
ber of it. This weuld be a moſt pro- 
fftable employment for the Lord's 
day-evening; as it would help you 
and them to recollect what you had 
heard, as well as engage their at- 


tention in hearing; and it would 
be the means of impreſling it more 


ſtrongly on your own hearts and up- 


on theirs, Thus you would * exhort 
one another z? and „ir up one an- 
other's minis by way of remem! 
brance *: This exerciſe would pre- 
vent that profanation of, the ſabbath, 
and criminal miſpence of ſacred 


time, which ariſeth from idle and 


| adprofitable converſation after the 


N 


2 Pet. iii. 1. 
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F 8. 1. Hearing the Word, 15 
publick ſervices of the day. You can 
never complain, that you want ma- 
* terials for good diſcourſe, after you 
bave been attending the ſolemn aſ- 


ſembly. We are commanded by the 
apoſile James, not to be forget- 


4 ul hearers.“ Another apoſtle admo- 
Pideth us, that we ought to give 
the more earneſt heed to the things 
nich we have heard, left at any 


ime we ſhould er them ſlip f. And 


3 — is an awful intimation of St. 


Paul, that we cannot be /aved by 
be goſpel, except WE keep in memory 
what is preached unto us ||.” 


| III. The word of Gop muſt be 
ſerioufly reflected upon. 


35 Conſideration is the cloſe anal 


cation of the mind to any ſubjeQ, 
Tiles) with a view to our own con- 


cern in it. Fer want cf this, many 
who hear diligent]y, and can remem- 
. | ber 


t Heb. ii. 1. || 1 Cor, xv, 2. 
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ber much of what they hear, are not 
able to come to the right knowledge 
of the truth, and never practiſe thoſe 
duties which the goſpel plainly re- 
qvireth. It ſhould be our concern, 
like the virgin Mary, to cep theſe 
things' in memory, and * ponder them 
in our heart“. Serious meditation 
fixeth truths vpon the mind, and is 
likely to produce important and laſts 
ing effects there, I fear, moſt per- 
ſons think that they have done all 
their duty, as hearers of the word, 
when they leave the houſe of Gov. 
But it is hen, Sirs, that the moſt im- 
portant and difficult part of your 
work commenceth ; which is, to re- 
view what you 3 been hearing; 
to conſider your own concern in it; 
to compare your hearts and lives | 
with the word; to obſerve what part 
of the diſcourſe was particularly ſui- 
rable to your own caſes; and in 
What 


„Luke lis 19. 


at 2 * 


"ip Hearing the Word. 17 


what inſtance conſcience turneth in 


upon you, and faith, * Thou art the 
man.“ Too many hearers never con- 


der. They are ready enough to ap- 
ply what hath been ſaid to others, 
but forget their own concern in it. 


They can be too curious in obſerving 


and remarking a miniſter's matter, 
Kyle, elocution or geſture ; but they 
obſerve and retain nothing for their 
own. improvement and edification, 
But remember, that the word of 
Gop is not a fable or a romance, — 


It is not a matter of curioſity and 
ſpeculation ; but it is eternal truth; 
the rule of life to you, and the rule 


by which the final judgment of every 


chriſtian will be conducted, and his 


future everlaſting ſtate determined, 


Conſequently it is of the higheſt and 


laſt importance; and therefore it 
ought ſeriouſly to be conſidered. It 
is a very beautiful and inftroQive 
image under which the apoſtle James 

B repre- 
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18 Directions for profitably S. 1. 
repreſents the want of this conſider- 


ation: The word is like a ga, 
which God by his minifters holds out 
to you, that you may ſee your faces, 
or the true ſtate and character of your 

ſouls; and what ſpots and deformities 
there are, which ſhould be rectified. 
Now with regard to © a man that be- 
holdeth his natural face in a glaſs 

and him that obſerveth his own caſe ' 
repreſented by the word, if theſe * go 


away and firaightway forget whar 


manner of perſons .they were,” their at- 
tention and general obſervation are 
alike unprofitable'*. 8 
To aſſiſt you in that ſerious teller 

tion upon the word, which is ſo ne- 
ceſſary if you deſire to be made bet- 
ter by it, let me adviſe; that you 
retire, as ſoon as may be after hearing 
it, to confider it. I think it next to 
impoſſible, at leaſt very unlikely, 
that *. _ ſhould profit by the 

word; 

® James i. 23. 


8. 1. Hearing the Word. 19 
word, who goeth immediately from 
publick worſhip, to talk with an ac- 
-quaintance-about ſecular buſineſs, to 
read the news, or to :-pay-a formal 
wifit, at which there is likely to be 
no converſation, but about topicks, 

too unprofitable at all times, and 

very unſuitable to the work. and ſo- 
lemnity of a ſabbath. While the 

word is freſh in memory, we ſhould 

retire and-ponder-it over; examine 


what hath been ſaid by the bible, 
and bring our own hearts to it, as to 
a touchſtone. And thoſe whoſe cir- 
cumſtances and ſtations are ſuch, 


that they have not their on time at 


command, ſhould endeavour at leaſt 
to redeem ſome portion of the Lord's 


day-evening, for ſerious reflection 


upon what they have heard, And I 
am well perſuaded, that one half 


hour's ſerious reflection upon a ſingle 
ſermon will do more to promote 


wiſdom "60K piety in your hearts, 


EY than 
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20 Directions for profitably S. 1. 
than hearing a thouſand without it. 
Obſerve in every diſcourſe you hear, 


and recolleC afterwards, what ſuited 


your own caſe; your general charac- 
ter and obligations as chriſtians, and 
your particular temper, failings, cir- 
cumſtances or relations. This will 
lead you to ſuch reflections as theſe, 


The hiſtory. or character, which 


hath been illuſtrated to-day, ſhows 
me, as in a glaſs, my own features, 


and what errors I am to correct. The 


precept, which the miniſter explain - 
ed and enforced, warns and exhorts 
me, and I deſire to cheriſh the con- 
viction. The reproof of to-day be- 
longs to me. I am the man, who 
am thus guilty. Whomſoever the 
preacher meant, the ſpirit of Gop 
meant me, and in love to my; ſoul 
ſent me this admonition, which I 


would not forget. This promiſe: be- 
Jongeth to me, as far as I can judge 


of my own ſtate; and I may thank- 
= fully 


3 Hearing the Word. 21 


fully take the comfort of it. This 
threatening reacheth y caſe and 


ought to excite my holy fear and 
caution, leſt I come into condemna- 
tion.“ Thus ſhould the word be ap- 
plied to our own caſes, as far as con- 
ſcience upon ſerious enquiry telleth 


us that it correſponds to them. —An 
other method to aſſiſt your reflection 


upon the word and improvement of 
it is, to make it the /ubje# of your 


firft thoughts every morning of the ſue- 


ceeding week, Then call to remem- 


brance what you heard, meditate 


upon it, and preach it over to your» 


ſelves. This will be a good method 


to keep out evil and unprofitable 
thoughts, and to encourage ' thoſe 
that are good and uſeful, It is the 
character of a pious man, that he 
delighteth in the law of the Lord, 
and in that law doth. he meditate 


day and night.“ And David ſaith, 


mine eyes prevent the night watcher, 
B. Was 
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that I might meditate in thy word . 
It is the firſt thing I think of in the 
morning. — Again, It will be very 
profitable to this purpoſe, to endea- 
vour to introduce petitions and thankſ- 
givings, corre/pondent to what you laſt 
heard, into your family and ſecret wor» 
Hip. This will tend to aſſiſt your 
remembrance, and impreſs the im- 
portance of what you have heard 
ſtrongly. upon the mind. It will al- 


ſo furniſh you with proper thoughts 


and expreſſions for this part of devo- 


tion ; occaſion a variety, which will 


be een to thoſe. who join with. 
yau in family-worſhip, and prevent- 
your addreſſes to Gop. fram growing 
formal, There is ſuch a connexion 
between the ſeveral faculties of the- 
ſou}; that I cann6t think a little ex- 
erciſe of the underſtanding and ſtudy. 


of ſome proper words, to be any ſuch 


hindrance to devout affections, as the 
contenders. 


+ Pſalm i, 2, crix. 143. 
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contenders for ſtated. forms generally 


ſuppoſe: And which ſuppoſition is 


perhaps chiefly owing to their be- 
ing unacquainted with the nature or 


benefit of free prayer. The opera- 


tions of the mind are very quick; 
and where perſons accuſtom them- 


ſelves to this method in their ſecret 


devotion, they will find leſs difficulty 


in uſing it in their family worſhip ; 
and thereby they will affiſt the recol- 


4 


legion and promote. the edification, 
of thoſe who join with. them in it. 


They who uſe fiated forms in their 


family-worſhip, might, without much 


difficulty, add to them, every week, 
two or three petitions correſpondent 
to what they heard the preceding 
abbath: And ſotheſe defirable ends 
may be anſwered. to them and their 
_ families, —In ſhort, every one who 
would improve by the word of Gop, 
and grow *Wiſe to ſalvation," ſhould 


| ſhare no pains to keep it in mind, 
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24 Directions for profitably S. 1. 


and to reflect upon it ſo frequently, 
and with ſuch ſeriouſneſs and ſelf- 


| application, as may beſt anſwer theſe 


important purpoſes. Once more, 


IV. Let all be accompanied with 
prayer. „ | 


The text naturally ſuggeſteth this. 
thought. St. Paul directs Timothy to 
conſider ; and then prays, that Gop. 
would give him underſtanding in all 


things.“ Prayer ſhould precede our 
attendance on religious . worſhip, 
| Brethren, pray for your /miniſters 


daily; eſpecially on the Lord's day- 


morning, that Gop would aſſiſt them 
in their preparation for, and diſ- 

charge of, their publick work; that 
he would remove every thing either 


* 


in body or mind, which may prevent 


their honourable and profitable per- 
formance of it, and that they may 


* ſpeak as they ought to ſpeak.” Pray 
alſo for yourſelves and one another; 
| | vp ty that 
* 75 


1 


4.5 
that Gop would aſſiſt your attention, 


ſtrengthen your memories, and excite- 
devout affections in you; that he 


would help you to attend upon him 


evithout prevailing  diffradtion 3 and 


© aurite his Jaws upon your Hearts. 
Again, Lift up your ſouls to Gov, 


in ſhort ejaculations, while in his. 


houſe; when the miniſter is begin- 
ing his diſcourſe, and between the 
ſeveral branches of it; that Gov 


would impreſs divine truths upon 


your hearts, and. make you to feel 
their importance and their power. 
Thus in the liturgy of the church of 
England, as the miniſter rehearſeth 
the commandments, the people are 
directed, in ſhort. petitions, to: © aſk 
Gop mercy for their tranſgreſſion of 
each for the time paſt' and to add, 
* Lord, incline our hearts to Keep this 
law. Write all theſe laws upon our 


tarts.) Such petitions may, with 
5 B 5 equal 
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26 Directions for profitably S. 1. 
equal propriety, be ſecretly added, 
when any branch of duty is incul- 
cated upon us. — And let earneſt 

prayer /o//ow the publick- ſervice. 
Enter into your cloſets, and pray to 
your father in ſecret, that he would 
aſſiſt your reſtection upon the word; 
give you grace and ſtrength to avoid 
the ſins pointed out and reproved; 
and to repent of thoſe with. which 
you are chargeable, Pray that he 
would enable you to practiſe the du 
ties recommended, and make you 
compleat in the whole will of Gop. 
We have great need to offer ſuch. 
prayers, conſidering how prone we 
are to let ſlip what aue hear +, and to 
loſe the benefit of divine ordinan- 
ces. And we have great encourage- 
ment to offer them, ſince Gon hath 
been pleaſed to ſtyle himſelf, the- 
Lord, which. feacheth his people to- 
profit : And that promiſe of Chriſt 
+ Heb, ij, 1. 1 Iſai, Xvi, 17. 
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to bis apoſtles, that the ſpirit ſhould 

teach them, and bring to their remem- 
| brance what he had ſaid to them , 
extends to us. The ſpirit is equally 


able to teach us; the redeemer is 


equally kind to give it; and our ne- 
ceſſities are in effect the ſame. Be- 
ſides, the general promiſe of the ſpi- 
rit to help our infirmities in prayer, 
. may encourage our application, for 
his aſſiſtance in the caſe we are con- 
- idering ; - ſince neither is he that 
- planteth any thing, neither he that 


watereth; but Go that giveth the 
To which I would add, 


- Increaſe, ? 


that devout addreſſes to God have, 
in their own nature, a tendency to 
make the mind thoughtful - and 
- watchful, and diligent to improve 
religious inſtructions. 
| ſhould be directed to Gop before, 


during, and after, our attendance. up- 
on his word, that it may * accom- 


Our prayer 
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298 Directions for profitably S. 1. 
pliſh the end unto which it is ſent ;* 
and come to us © not only in word, 
but in power and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in muck afſurance* both of its 
truth and its efficacy f, 

Theſe are the directions I would 
propoſe to you, Brethren, for your 
aſſiſtance in the right improvement 
of the word which you hear: It 
muſt be diligently attended to—care- 
fully remembered—ſeriouſly reflected 
upon afterward—and be accompa- 
nied with prayer, As I would not 
prevent the good effects of any of 
theſe directions, by keeping your 
attention too long engaged, or over- 
burthening your memories at this 
time, I ſhalFconc]ude with throwing 
together a few motives, which I re- 
commend to your further regard and 
meditation, in your retirements. 

A neglect of the conſideration 
required in the text is highly af- 
; fronting. 
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fronting to that Gov, whoſe word 


you hear. It is indeed offering him 


the blind and the lame for a facrifice, 


and not ſerving him with your beſt, 
as you are bound to do. — It is uſing 


your miniſters unkiadly; who are 
taking pains every week to prepare 
for your 1inftruction and edification, 
If you are careleſs and forgetful hear- 
ers, it is impoſſible, but they muſt 
labour in vain, and ſpend their 


ſtrength for nought.*—Conſider again, 
That the preaching the word is the 
appointed means of faith and ſalva- 


tion. * Faith cometh by hearing.” 
It is well adapted to promote your 
knowledge and holineſs. But the 
benefit of it will be loſt without at- 
tention and conſideration. - Perſons 


of weak capacities or low attain- 


ments, who have no ability, or little 
time, to read practical and uſeful 
books; apprentices, ſervants and the 
poor, have peculiar reaſon to take 
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30 Directions for profitably S. 7. 
the greateſt pains, that they may not 
loſe the benefit of preaching, which 
may be almoſt the only advantage 
they have for ſpiritual improvement. 
Where this attention and conſi- 
deration are neglected, eſpecially in 
younger life, perſons contract a tri- 
fling indolent habit of performing 
religious ſervices, and live in igno- 

rance and ſtupidity all their days; 
in ſomuch, that I have known perſons, 
who have regularly attended, at leaſt 
fifty years, on the preaching of the 
goſpel, yet have ſhawn, in the cloſe 
of life, ſuch ignorance of religion, 
and have appeared to be ſo little af- 
ected with things of the utmoſt im- 
portance, even when they were juſt 
-Jaunching-into eternity; as hath been 
-an unſpeakable aſtoniſhment and. 
grief to me. I have heard many, 
in a time of fickneſs and confine- 
ment, lamenting that they could not 
8⁰ to kear the word of Gop;; while 
Sc.) there: 


there appeared in them no concern 


to practiſe what they had often heard 


to be penitent, humble and patient; 
to think and ſpeak of death and e- 


ternity, and get ready for their ap- 
proaching change. Theſe cireum- 
ſtances, among other things, have led 
me to give you thefe intereſting advi- 
ces. Conſider further, what eminent 


chriſtians, how wiſe and holy, how 
| ſteady and uſeful, you might be, if 


due pains be taken to comply with 
theſe directions, — Conſider, it will 


give you great concern in the cloſe 


of life, if you are not quite ſtupid, 
that you have trifled away and loſt ſo 


many valuable opportunities of im- 


proving in wiſdom and goodneſs, 
This loſs: will have a- bad influence 
on your future ſtate, Tho' you may 


be ſincere chriſtians, yet the leſs you 


know of Gop and of his word and 


ways, and the leſs you do for him 
and his ſervice, — the leſs will be 


your 
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32 Directions for profitably S. 1. 
your reward ;. the leſs happineſs you 
will be capable of enjoying.—Conſi- 
der finally, that in every ſermon, 
- * life and death, the tefſing and the 
curſe, are ſet before you;? and by 
© that word which you now hear, 
vou muſt at laſt be judged.” When 
the judgment is ſet, the books will 
be opened; the books of conſcience” 
and of ſcripture; the book, in which 
- Gop records all the inſtructions, ex- 
hortations and reproofs of his mini- 
ſters: And you will be judged ac- 
cording to the advantages you have 
enjoyed. Be ye therefore not for- + 
g*tful hearers of the word, deceiving. 
your. own ſelves; but be ye ders of 
the word and of the work i it enjoins, 
that (Fon may be bleſſed in your 
de 
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5 now, my friends, I once 
more beſeech you, to take theſe di- 
xeQions into. your ſerious conſider- 
ations 


* 


. "A i. 22, 25. 
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ation. Let them be now practiſed, 
that this diſcourfe may not be loſt.— 
I conclude with repeating my advice 
to you, and my prayer for you, in 
the language of the text, conſider 
what I ſay, and the Lord give you 
e ee in all things !?! 
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Directions for proßtably | wot. 


ing in publick Prayer. 
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— ee 


ä 


1 Cor. xiv. 16. 


| Elſe when thou ſhalt Bleſs with the ſpi- 


rit, how ſhall he that occupieth the 
room of the unlearned, ſay Amen at 
thy giving f thanks, ſeeing he un- 
der/iandeth not what thou ſayeſt ? 


T was foretold by the prophet 
Tſaiak, that under the chriſtian. 
diſpenſation, © Gop's houſe ſhould be 
called a houſe of prayer for all people; 
that he would bring the Genzzles to 


it, and make them joyful in it T.“ 
This intimates, that prayer is one 


Part, 
6. Ifai, Ivi, 7 


2 


8 
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part, yea, the chief. part, of the work 


and buſineſs of God's houſe, or of 


chriſtian churches: And therefore 
it is very defirable, that we ſhould 
know how to join in it, ſo that it 
may be accepted of Gop, and pro- 


fitable to ourſelves, When we are 


going to the houfe of a. ſuperiour, or 
even an equal, we are deſirous to be- 


have in a becoming manner. Our 
concern to do ſa would increaſe, if 


we were going to court; eſpeeially if 


it were to preſent a petition for our 
lives, or aſk. any other important fa- 


vour of: our prince. And ſurely, we 
ſhould be more ſolicitous to know, 


how we 3re to © behave ourſelves in 


the kru/e of Go, the church of the 


hving Gop.;z? and how to make our 
requeſts. known to him in a manner, 


that will be pleaſing in his. fight.— 


My deſign in this. diſcourſe, is to 
give you ſome directions to aſſiſt you 


"kevin. And after what I ſaid, in 


the 
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the ſormer diſcourſe, of the proper 
manner of hearing the word, I would 
hope, you are come with a diſpoſi- 


tion, —diligently to hear, — carefully 


to remember, — and ſeriouſly to con- 


ſide r and reflect upon, what ſhall now 
be ſaid. 

St. Paul is in this chapter, reprov= 
ing the Cerinthians for an oftenta- 
tious .uſe of that gift of the ſpirit, 


which ſome of themenjoyed ; namely, 
a power to ſpeak in languages they 
had never learned. They were fond 
-of uſing this gift before thoſe, who 
did not underſtand the language in 
which they ſpoke. To ſhow the un- 
profitableneſs and folly of ſo doing, 
the apoſtle argues, in the text and. 


© foregoing; verſes, that if the ſpeaker: 
prayed, or gave thanks, in a language 
not underſlood by the hearers, they 
could not join in the devotion. How 
could he that was an unlearned man, 
add his Amen to the prayer or thankſ- 


giving, 
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r giving, when he did not underſtand 
i I it? Hereby plainly declaring, that- 
p all religious worſhip ſhould be in 
7 ſuch a language, as the moſt un- 
- learned may underſtand; and that it 
V is the duty of every one who attends 

publick worſhip, whatever his rank. 
- and abilities be, to join in it; to ſay. 
- Amen to it; which includes all thoſe 


, acts of the mind, which are neceſſary, 
, to concurring in it. Theſe I am now 
* to conſider; only deſiring you to 
d carry this in your thoughts, that the 
0 directions I am to give, for profitably 
n Joining in pb/ick prayer, are equally 
* applicable to family- prayer, or any 


other ſocial worſhip ; and in ſome 
d meaſure to /ecxer devotion. And the 
by directions are only theſe two — that 
S you diligently attend to it and ſe- 
7 riouſly and heartily concur in it. 

V 


I. Publick prayer muſt be dil. 
gently 3 attended to. 1 


Miniſters 
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33 Directions for profitably S. 2. 
Miniſters are appointed to preſide 


in religious aſſemblies; to be, as it 


were, the mouth of the people in their 
addreſſes to Gop, and lead their de- 
votion. And one would think, it 
ſhould be obvious to the moſt un- 
learned, that a miniſter is not pray- 
ing for kim/elf only; nay, that he is 


not praying for the Hearers (which, 
I fear, too many ſuppoſe) ; but only 


leading them in acts of devotion, and 
expreſſing before Gop the ſentiments 
and deſires, which ſhould be riſing 
in all their hearts, It follows from 
hence, that what the miniſter utters 
ſhould be carefully attended to; that 
every one's thoughts ſhould be cloſely 
applied Io the words, which he ex- 
preſſeth before Gop ; and that all 
thoughts, foregin to this important 
ſervice, ſhould be, as much as poſſi - 


ble, banifhed and kept from the 


mind.—Every thing that would draw 
of the attention and prevent the fix- 
edneſs 


8. 2. Joining in publick Prayer. 39 
edneſs of the thoughts, ſhould be di- 
ligently avoided. Looking about 1s 


highly indecent and ſinful at prayer- 


time. Every object we ſee will na- 


turally divert the thoughts: and in- 


deed ſuch a carriage ſhows, that they 


were never properly directed. Fix- 
iog the eye on the miniſter is very 


proper in hearing the word, as he is 
then directly addreſſing the aſſembly: 
But it is very unbecoming in time, 
of prayer. It carries an intimation, 
that perſons are not ſufficiently:ſen-. 
ſible, that hey ought to be praying 


as much as e And by it their 


thoughts will be eaſily taken off from 


what they are about. I muſt there- 
fore recommend it to all, who deſire 


to ſerve Gop with true devotion, and. 


have their * hearts engaged to ap- 
proach unto him, to keep their eyes 


Cloſed during. prayer; or ſo covered 


or bent downwards, that . perſons 
coming into 4h. aſſembly, or any 
little 
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46% Directions for profitably S. 2. 
little motion about them, may not 
engage their attention, and prevent 
In this view, I 
muſt recommend the kneeling poſ- 
ture, where it can be uſed; as a na- 
tural expreſſion of reverence and of 
earneſt deſire; a means to prevent 
the diſtractions of the heart, and 
what the word of Gop, by ſome pre- 


cepts and many examples, ſeems to 


enjoin . Every ſerious mind muſt 
condemn and be ſhocked at, the ſean- 
dalous behaviour of thoſe, who, dur- 


Ing publick prayer, ſuffer their eyes 


to run to and fro thro* the aſſembly; 
loll upon their pews; or ſhow a care- 
leſs ajr of countenance, The body 


ought 


It a. 


A tre chriftian prayeth, cloling the eyes 


of ſenſe, and lifting up thoſe of the ſoul,” Origen, | 


+ Pfa, xcv. 6,—S:lomon, 2 Chron. vi, 13.— 
Hon, Ch, vi. 10,—Ezra, Ch, Ch. is. 5 — 
Chriſt, Luke xxii, 41.—Stephen, Peter, 8 


Ke. Ke. Acts vii. 59, ix. 40. * 26. Mi, 


LY Eph, i ill, 14. Heb, xii, 2. 


2 3 
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ought certainly to'be placed and kept 


in a poſture of worſhip, and all the 


external marks of ſeriouſneſs, reve- 


rence and devotion manifeſted . out 


of regard to the honour of the great 
Gon, the ſolemnity of the work in 


which we are engaged, and even the 
credit of our worſhip. — Again, We 


mould attend publick prayer avith a 


defire'and view to underſtand it. It 
is to be ſuppoſed in general, that yon 


. a neg by 
n * . * DIY * Fr: [F- NEE 3 3 
> ro — 1 o bn . 


do underſtand it. If there be any _ 


forms uſed in publick worſhip, which 
contain obſolete words, words not 
in common. uſe, or which are ob- 
ſcure; or ſentences which are dark 


and intricate; it is a great re. 
proach to that ſociety; which retains 
ſuch forms. If the ſeatiments' and 


language of a miniſter, who uſeth 


free prayer, be above the capacities of 
the unlearned\;_if he uſeth philoſo- 


phical or metaphyſſcal expreſſions; 


or ſome obſcure texts of ſeripture, it 
J., fault. But if he ſpeaks in com- 
l C mon 
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42 Directions for profitably S. 2. 
mon language, in plain ſcripture- 
Phraſes, or ſuch as are generally uſed 
among chriſtians, it 1s zherr fault if 
they do not underſtand. But the 
plaineſt language cannot be under- 
ſtood without regarding it. The pro- 
priety and emphaſis of common phra- 
ſes cannot be entered into without 
attention. In this view it ſhould be 
the concern and endeavour of all 
chriſtians to improve their under- 
ſtandings, and not tobe children 
in knowledge; to ſtudy the bible, 
and books of the devotional and 
practical kind, that they may better 
underſtand the language uſed in 
God's houſe. It is alſo their duty, 
when they are there, to keep their 
minds intent to what is ſaid ; that, 
in the language of St. Paul, in the 
verſe before the text, they may, 
* pray with the underſtanding.” And 
this you will be likely to do, if you 
will put in practice the directions 
which I have given for profitably 
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thearing the word.—But the attend- 
ing to publick prayer, and under- 
ſtanding it, are not ſufficient. A per- 
ſon may do this, and yet never pray 
at all: Therefore I go on to obſerve, 


II. It muſt be ſeriouſly and hear- 
tily concurred 1n, 


Or, in the language of the text, 
vou muſt ſay. Amen to it. Now this 
includes — an hearty aſſent to the | 
truths declared and acknowledged in | + 
.publick prayer—a hearty conſent to 1 Y 
the ſeveral deſires and requeſts that 
are expreſſed in it — and that throa* Wt 
the whole, we conſider it as our dein KM 
prayer. * 


1. Saying: Amin, or ji "= ab 
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lick prayer, includes our aſſent to the | Mi j 
7 - truths declared and acknowledged: 1.8 
And this, with all ſuitable affecti- 

ons of mind. — The Hebrew word | | 

—_ — truth ; and ſo expreſ- 
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44 Direction: far profitably S. 2. 
ſeth an acknowledgment, that what 
had been ſaid was true. Therefore 
the word was ordered to be uſed by 
the raelites after the bleſſings and 
the curſes had been ſolemnly pro- 
0 nounced *:; All the people ſhall 


ff ſay, 4men ;* that is, it is ſo, or ſhall 
U. be ſo; the godly ſhall be bleſſed, the 
8 wicked ſhall be accurſed. Thus 


WO Chriſt fiyleth bimſelf © the Amen, the 


| faithful and true witneſs,” and the 
17 promiſes of Gop are ſaid to bee 
i and Amen; all true, and certainly to 
be accompliſhed f. Now this is ap- 
plicable to the ſeveral parts of pray- 
er, which are not properly petitions: 
And you will beſt underſtand my 
meaning by a few illuſtrations.— 
Suppoſe a miniſter to be adoring the 
perfections of Gop, acknowledging, 
that he i 1s the greateſt and the beſt of 
| | beings ; 3 


© Dont en- %% N N d. 
| T Rev, ili, 14. 2 Cor, 1, 20. 
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S. 2. Joining in publick Prayer. 45 
beings; that he is almighty, and 
all wiſe; that he is perfectly good. 
long- ſuffering, merciful and graci-— 
ous: To this you are to ſay, Amen; 1 
that is, your hearts are to acknow- 5 
ledge. with the higheſt veneration, 
that it is true; that theſe perfeftions 
and excellencies de indeed belong to 'M 
Gop; and that he is every way wor- 
thy to have them aſeribed to him. — me 
Doth the miniſter acknowledge and : 
celebrate the wonderful works of 9 
God; his creation and government 
of the world, and that glory is due 
to him for theſe? You are to join 
in ſuch acknowledgments; to confeſe ü 
and adore him as the creator, gover- Mal 
nat, and father of the univerſe: And. Ma 
theſe acknowledgments muſt be made 
with ſuitable affections of heart; with 
high and honourable thoughts of his 
majeſty and greatneſs; with a pleaſ-—- | 
ing impreſſion of his goodneſs; ane 
with all reverence and godly fear. — 
03 Again, wy 


46. Directions for, profitably S. 2. 
Again, Is a miniſter expreſſing a 
thankful ſenſe of Gop's favour and 
merey to thoſe, whoſe devotion he 
leads? Is he praiſing Gop for our 
creation, preſervation ; for health and 
peace and comfort; for our tem- 
poral or fpiritual bleflings ? You are 
to add Amen to this; that is, you are 
heartily to bleſs. Gop for the ſhare 
you have had in ſuch favours. The 
language of. your hearts ſhould be, 
© Lord, I have received theſe mercies 
from thee, and am. ſtill receiving- 
them; and I thank thee for them, 
and that ſo many others partake with. 
me of them. Bleſſed be Go for- 
theſe benefits! Thanks be to Gop- 
for his unſpeakable gift!“ Your aſ- 
ſent to this part of prayer ſhould be 
made with fervent gratitude, and 
with high. delight and pleaſure, in 
recollecting his. kindneſs to you and- 
. your fellow-worſhippers. And your. 
eke — ſhould ariſe in pro». 
ws” |  Hortion, 
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portion to the degree, in which Gop 
hath favoured you. Thus when Da- 
vid had brought the ark into the ta- 
bernacle, and' the Levites had cele- 
brated God's praiſes for the wonder- 
ful things he had done for H/rae/, we 
are told, that all' the people ſaid, 
Amen, and'praiſed the Lord. So 
when © Ezra- bleſſed the Lord, the 
great Gov, all the people anſwered, 


Amen, Amen, lifting up their hands, 


bowing their heads and worſhipping 


the Lord .“ Again, Is the miniſter 


confefling fin before the Lord; ac- 
knowledging the- corruption of our 
nature, and the fins with which we 
are chargeable; lamenting the re- 
mainiag ignorance, pride and earth - 


lineſs of our minds; our deficiencies 


in duty, and unprofitableneſs under 


the means of grace? (which acknow- 


ledgment, ſhould always be made in 
we moſt general terms, that it may 
87 ſutt 

„. Chron, xvi, 36. Þ Ezra viii. 6. 
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48 Directions for profitably 8. 2. 
ſuit the caſe of all, as far as may be:) 
When he is thus confeſſing ſin, you 
are to add your Amen; that is, to join 
in ſuch acknowledgments with hu» 
mility and ſelf-abaſement; and ſe- 
cretly to ſay, Lord, I am the man z 
thus ignorant, thus guilty am I; 
thus have I broken thy law, and miſs 
improved thy grace.“ And when he 
acknowledgeth any ſin, with which 
your conſciences tell you, that you 
are peculiarly chargeable, there your 
aſſent ſhould. be made with peculiar. 
humility, ſhame and ſorrow ; diſpo- 
ſitions which ought to attend every; 
confeflion of ſin, or elſe it is not de- 
votion. Again, | 


2. Saying Amen, or joining in. 
prayer, includes our hearty conſent 
to the ſeveral deſires and requeſts, 
which are expreſſed before Goo. 


Amen ſignifies, /o be it! let it be 
ſg! this is What. I 0 deſire. 


9 1 
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In this ſenſe it was added by the /= Wn 
raelites to their prayers, and is an- iii | 
nexed by Chrif to the Lord's prayer, "© 
Hog chiefly conlilts of petition, It | 
added by the apoſtles Peter, 
Paul, Fohn and Fude to the petiti- 
ons and good wiſhes in the cloſe of lin 
their epiſtles. The inhabitants of i: 
heaven are deſcribed as thus. joining | 
in aſcriptions of praiſe to Gop, and 
in deſires that he may be univerſally 
praiſed +. Let me illuſtrate this par- 
ticular, — Doth the miniſter pray, 
that Gop would. be merciful to us 
and forgive us? You are to fay Akan 
Amen ; that 1 is, God be merciful to 1 
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me, a ſinner;? Doth he pray for the am 


manifeſtation of God's favour, and Ml 

the light of his countenance? , Vour 

Amen expreſſeth a ſincere deſire of Wl 

this bleſſing, and that you prefer his 

fayour to every thing elſe. Doth the 

migaſter pray, that Goo. would pre- 
| yo NS vent 
8 + Rer. v. 14. xix. 4. 
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50 Directions for profitably S. 27. 
vent or remove any particular evil, 
the guilt and power of fin, the habits. 
of vice and ſenſuality, or enable us 
to overcome and ſubdue them? Your. 
ſecret language ſhould be, men, 
Lord, this is my defire! Subdue my 
ſin; renew and ſanctiſy my heart; 
make us all really and univerſally: 
holy!“ Doth he pray for temporal 
bleſſings, a bleſſing uppn our bodies, 
upon our ſubſtance, or our families ?- 
« Amen; Lord, grant me and my fel - 
low- worſhippers, this or the. other 
earthly: bleſſing, if it be for:the. beſt 3; 
if thou knoweſt it will be good. for- 
us.“ Doth tbe miniſter ſay, Let thy 
name, O Lord, be praiſed! * men. 
(ſhould you ſay) Lord, let it be prai- 
ſed.* Doth he expreſs reſignation to- 
the divine will, and a deſire and reſo- 
lution to ſubmit to Gop's diſpoſals?” 
Do you echo back the language; 
Amen, Lord, I ſubmit to thee, and 
give up 15 to. thee, with a humble 

” reſignation 


Fu ia in publick Prayer. 5 


reſignation of ſoul, and a chearful 


acquieſcence in thy will.'—Again, 
Doth he make interceſſion for others, 
for the whole world, for the church 


of Chriſt, for our o.＋õẽn country, for 


our king and all that are in autho- 
rity, for perſons in publick ſtations, 
or in private afflictions ? To all theſe 
interceflions you are to join your 4 
men; to coneur in theſe good wifhes 
and prayers, with a generous concern 
for the advancement of religion and 
the publick happineſs, and a tender 


ſympathy: with all afflicted caſes.— 


This hearty conſent of ſoul to, and 
concurrenee in, the deſires expreſſed, 


muſt be kept vp thro' the whole of 


every: prayer, and you ſhould endea- 
vour to feel and expreſs before Goo, 
ſuch affections, as may be ſuited to 
the ſeveral parts of it. —I add ence 
more, (tho' it. be not a. diſiin& 
thought, for I cannot be too plain in 
2 matter: of ſo much. importance) 


C 6 3. Thro? 
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3. Thro' the whole of every pub- 


lick and ſocial prayer, we are to con- 
ſider it as our own prayer. 


Publick prayer is the addreſs of a 
whole aſſembly to Gop. at once, 
Every ſingle perſon in the congrega - 
tion doth, or ihould, offer up the 
ſame adorations, thankſgivings and. 
petitions, which the miniſter doth, 
He, as I hinted above but muſt 
again remind you of it, is not pray- 
ing ſor himſelf: Nor is he praying 
for the people. Therefore when I 
hear it ſaid, The miniſter gave us 
a good prayer; or he prayed, or read 
prayers, very well,” I am ready to 
fear, that thoſe who ſay ſo, know 
little of the nature of publick prayer, 
or do not ſufficiently. conſider their 
oxvn concern in it. And probably. 
they would be affronted, if they were 
aſked, * How did you: pray at that 
time: ? - tho” it is a u wich 

| | they | 
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8. 2. Joining in-publick Prayer, 53 


they ſhould ſeriouſly aſk. themſelves. 


When I hear perſons enquiring, 

© Whom did the miniſter pray for?“ 
T am ready. to entertain the ſame ſuſ- 
picion : And ſhould have a better 
opinion of their underſtandings and 
their piety, if they were to make the 
enquiry thus; + Whom did ave. pray 
for? Or whom did 2% congregation 
pray for!“ Every one who attends. 
publick worffip is to conſider him- 
felf, as praying for himſelf, and pray- 


ing both witb, and for, thoſe Who 


join with him. — You are to ſay the 
ſame things to Gov for yourſelf, as the 
miniſter ſaith. If you neglect your 
Amen, and do not concur in the 
prayer, the miniſter prays and others 


may pray; but Jou don't pray at all, 


If you drop your attention to, or neg- 
leet your concurrence in, any one 
petition, ſo far you do not pray. You 
may be ſpectators or hearers, but you 
are not * You are not 


* „ 54 © 11 "Pray Ss 


54 Den For orofitaby © 8. 2 


praying, except you * lift up your 
hearts and ſouls unto Gop: in the 
heavens . Let me juſt obſerve, 
that it was a cuſtom among the Jeawws 
and firſt chriſtians, and is ſtill prac- 
tiſed in many chriſtian aſſemblies, 
for the people to ſay, Auen, at the 
conclufion of every prayer. And I 
could wiſh, it were univerſally done; 
as we have ſo many. examples of it 
in the word of Gop, and it was the 
cuſtom. of the primitive churches af- 
ter the apoſtles. days. But this is 
not ſufficient.— Amen, as it expreſſeth 
| hearty concurrence, ſhould be added 
ſecretly to every. exprefſion of adora- 
tion, thankſgiving and petition. The 
word "Amen may be ſecretly repeated, 
or any other correſpondent expreſſions 
of fincere concurrence and earneſt de- 


fjre.— There are. ſome. perſons, who- 


| | thro” the infirmities of their bodies 
| or minds, or the want to taking pains 


in 
+ Pſalm lxxxvi. 4. Lam. iii. 47. 
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in early life to gain a habit of atten- 
tion and fixedneſs of thought, may 
find it impoſſible or very difficult to 
keep their minds attentive to a whole 
prayer. I would recommend it: to 
ſuch, as perhaps the beſt method to 
attain this end, /ecretly to repeat the 
prayer after ihe miniſter, and to make 
it their own. If they will do this, as 
T have known fome pious chriſtians 
whoſe conſtant prattice it hath been, 
it will tend to keep their hearts en- 
paged, and promote their edification. 
If any find,. that they can command 
their thoughts without this method, 
I would not urge it. Every. one 
muſt judge for himſelf. Only you 
muſt remember, that you do not pray, 
except you offer up the ſame petiti- 
ons as the miniſter, and join in his 
acts of devotion. To affit you in 
this, often recollect your thoughts. 
Aſk your hearts one or more of theſe 
Aueſtions; 5 Am! praying now? Am 
| 1j Joining 
& 
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] joining in theſe requeſts or thank(- 
givings ? Doth the Gop, whom 1 
profeſs to be addreſſing, know, that 
1 am heartily engaged in this work? 
Am I now /ollowing hard after Goo 


and fiirring up my/elf to take hold on. 


him*? A devout and excellent wri- 
ter on this ſubject + recommends to 
chriſtians 7 enlarge upon, and add 
to the expreſſions of him who prays in 


publick:? As when he defires ſome. 
great and important bleſſing, you 
may enforce it by this addition, O 


5505 it to me, for thy mercy, or thy 


on's ſake.” When he is confeſſing 


lin in general, you may ſecretly 

glance at a particplar, fin of your 
own ; and ſay, © Lord, pardon that 
lin; help me apainſt this my infir- 
mity ! Þ When the miniſter ſaith, 


1 _ 7 


* Palm Lil. 8, Iſai. en 70 1 


1 Bennet s Chriſtian Oratory, V. 2; p. oy 
here ſome of theſe hints of advice are morg 


largel Y; illuſtrated and recommended, 


5 «Lord | 
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Lord, we devote ourſelves to thee ; 
we offer and preſent our ſouls and 
bodies to be a reaſonable, holy and 
lively ſacrifice to thee 1“; you may 
add, Lord, may I be thine, wholly 
and for ever thine.” Theſe little pa- 
rentheſes or additions will not hinder 
your attention, but are an excellent 
means both of expreſſing and increaſ- 
ing devout affeclions. | 
As the Lord's Prayer is ſo fre- 
quently uſed in chriſtian churches, 
either as a diſtint prayer or joined: 
to other prayers, there is great dan- 
ger, leſt the uſe of it ſhould become 
formal. and unprofitable ;. it ought 
therefore to be uttered with due reve= 
rence and proper pauſes between the 
ſeveral clauſes of it; and it ſhould be 
concurred in with great attention and 
ſeriouſneſs; eſpecially as it is the 
Lord's prayer, and as the petitions! 
„ | 1 
t Ccmmunion Service, 
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are ſo ſhort, yet ſo very W and. 
comprehenſive. 


It.is very proper alſo, in this connex | 


ion, to exhort you to great attention, 
while the 6e/jng-13 pronounced at. 
the conclufion of publick. worſhip, 
The miniſter utters a ſolemn prayer 
to.Gop, as well as expreſfeth.his de- 
vout wiſh for the beſt bleſſings to bs 
communicated to. you, which can 
poſſibly be deſired. He ought there-. 
fore to pronounce. it, after a due. 
pauſe, with great deliberation and ſe- 
riouſneſs. Gop commarded: the prieſts 
under the law to pronounce ſuch a 
bleſſing upon the people, and pro- 
miſed to 1% them“. The apoſtoli- 
cal benedictions are of the ſame im- 


5 | port, 


1— — 


* Numb. vi. 42, Sc. The — Canons 


have this rule here; Do not ſay what avail- 
eth the bleſſing of this ſimple prieſt? For the 
receiving of the bleſſing dependeth not on the 
prieſts, but on the holy bleſſed Gop. The 
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port, and have been uſed in all chriſc 


tian churches, There is therefore: 
juſt reaſon to expect the bleſfing of 


God and that he will fulfill the pious 
wiſh and prayer. Let it not there- 
fore be conſidered as a mere form, or 
kind of declaration, that the ſervice 
is concluded; It is gart of the ſer- 


vice of Gop's houſe, and a moſt im- 


portant, F had almoſt ſaid, an eſſen- 


tial, part of it. Conſequently haſten- 
ing away or getting into a poſture 


for removal, without attending to itz 


joining in it, and aſking the bleſſing- 


for yourſelves, is highly indecent and 


irreverent. It ſnows great ignorance, 
or- abſence of mind, and a diſregard 


of the divine bleſſing. While it is 
e be very attentive and ſe- 


rious 7 


43 * 2 
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prieſts do the commandment, which is com- 
manded them, and the holy bleſſed Gop, in his 
mercy, bleſſeth 1ſ-ael, according to his 9 
eren! in Loc. 
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rious: Lift up your own hearts to 
Goo, that you may ſhare in it; that 
you map, under the influence of it, 
improve the ſervices, on which you 
have been attending, and enjoy the 


happy effects of it every day. 
Theſe are the ditections I would 
give you, relating to publick and 


ſocial prayer — it muſt be diligently 
attended to—and ſeriouſly and hear- 
tily concurred in. You are to aſſent 


to the truths declared and acknow- 


ljedged by the miniſter—.to concur in 
the petitions he preſents; and conſi- 
der every publick and ſocial prayer, 


as your -own prayer. And now let 
me conclude with a few reflections. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


N This 3 the practice c of | 


the church of Rome, 


In appointing that their publick. 
prayers ſhould be in Latin: A lan» 


} ew 
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guage unknown to almoſt every one 9 
- that attends upon them, It is im- 
poſſible that the unlearned ſhould 
join in ſuch prayers, and ſay Amen to 
them with any devout concurrence. 
Juſtly doth the preface to the com- 
mon prayer ſay of them, They bear 
with their ears only, and their heart 
ſpirit and mind are not edified there- 
by.“ The apoſtle's reaſoning in the 
text utterly condemns fuch a prac- 
ice: and the impoſition of it is of 
itſelf ſufficient to vindicate our ſepa» 
ration from ſuch a corrupt church. 
Let us be thankful for our deliverance. 
From popiſh darkneſs, errour and ſu- 
perſtition. Let us bleſs Gov, ' that 
we have the ſcriptures and publick- 
prayers in our mother-tongue ; and 

conſider ourſelves, as obliged, by 
the kindneſs of providence, to be 
5 and devout. | The papiſts can- 
not join in publick prayer: If you 
0 it will be much the fame 
IS IH thing: 
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greater, and more inexcuſable.— Is 
there not too much reaſon to add, 


2. How few are there in our aſſem- 
blies, that properly join in prayer! 


As ꝓproteſtants, we have prayers in 
our native language. Our publick 
liturgy is in general well adapted to 
the circomſtances of chriſtian wor- 
ſhippers: And proteſtant diſſenters 
think, they have ſome ;peculiar ad- 
vantage for fixed and lively devotion 
by the uſe of free-prayer. Yet how 
much is it to be lamented, that ſo 
little of this devotion appears in axy 
of our aſſemblies! In how careleſs 


tians attend, publick prayer! What 
indecent whiſpering, looking about, 
ſtaring at the miniſter, or the people! 
What careleſs airs, what lazy poſtures, 
are ſeen in many! How eaſily are 


thing: only your guilt will be 


and irreverent a manner do ſome mi- 
niſters utter, and many private chriſ- 


their 
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Hearts too, drawn aſide by every one 
who cometh in, goeth out, or ſtirs or 
moves about them! How few are 
there, who ſhow the proper marks of 
ſeriouſneſs and reverence; and may 
we not fear, that ſome of thoſe few 
do not heartily join ? Are they not 
like the ſtatues, or images on monu- 
ments, in our ancient churches; in 
a praying poſture indeed, with eyes 


and hands lifted vp to heaven, but 


with hearts hard as ſtone, cold as 
marble? Nay, hath not Goo reaſon 
to complain of every one of us, that 
we ſometimes draw near to him 
with our mouths, and honour him 
with our lips, while our #2arts are far 
from him +” Let us be humbled'be- 


fore him on this account, Wherein 


-we are conſcious, that our behaviour, 
or frame of mind, in Gop's houſe, 


in family, or other ſocial worſhip, 
| * 


* Matt. x. B. 
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their eyes, and it is to be feared, their 
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hath not been ſuch, as it ought to 
have been, let us humbly receive the 
admonition, and labour immediately 
to correct the error,. — And let me in- 
treat you all, Brethren, to take theſe 


directions into your FL." conſider- 


ation, and endeavour for the future 
to act upon them. It is indeed a 
work of difficulty; but it may be 
done; it ſhould be done; it muſt be 
done, if you defire, that your prayers 
ſhould be heard, and Gop ſhould 
treat you as acceptable worſhippers. 
Whenever you are come to Gop's 
houſe, remember, that you are in his 
immediate preſence; that you are 


come to converſe with kim, and ad- 
dreſs to him. Let this thought be 


often recollected, while you are en- 


gaged in prayer. To. go to God's 
houſe of prayer, and not ſeriouſly to 


addreſs the Gop of the houſe; to 


pretend' to pray, and not to pray; to 
appear to men to pray, and yet never 


* thin 


think of what-is ſaying, and take no 
care to join in it; what trifling, ir- 
rational, e e conduct is this! 
You are ſelf- condemned; and are of- 


fering the moſt ſhameful indigniry to 


the majeſty of heaven, before whom 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand wiſe 
and holy beings bow down with the 
profoundeſt reverence, and addreſs 
him in the moſt exalted ſtrains of 
devotion and praiſe. By neglecting 
this ſerious attention, and hearty con- 
currence, - you loſe all the pleaſure 


and benefit of prayer. To devout 


chriſtians; this is the nobleſt exerciſe 
of the mind, and affords the ſublimeſt 
delight. But it muſt. be tedious. and 
burdenſome, a-mere taſk and ſlavery, 


to thoſe, who have not their hearts 


in it. For want of this concurrence, 
you will gain a habit of trifling with 
God: and. conſcience and ſacred 
things; and having only a form of 
. pow Withons: the power,” will 
e D have 


— 
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have your portion with the hypo- 
erites . For you can never have a 
capacity or a reliſh for the work of 
heaven, which conſiſts very much in 
devotion, if you are ſtrangers to this 
devout temper here below. Finally, 


3. How much do we need the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, that our 
devotion may be pleaſing to God, 
and comfortable and nes to 
ourſelues! 


Every humble chriſtian tis Keollble 
of this: And thoſe Who are moſt de- 
ſi rous to be fer vent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord,“ are moſt fenfible of it. 
The work we engage in is great and 
important: our thoughts are too ea- 
fily diverted; and it is difficult, with 
all our care, to keep them fo intent 
and fo ferious as they ſhould be. 


Let 'us' rejoice therefore, chat the 4 
aſſiſtances of the Fpirit are promiſed 1 
*to help our infirmities, to male in. : 

tercelſion 85 


9 Mat, xiv, 51. 
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tercepon for us or in us f, by exci- 
ting ſervent defires in gur hearts, and 
keeping alive the ſacred flame of 


devotion. Let us daily pray for this 


ſpirit, as @ urit of grace aud. ſuppli- 
ation, . Pray daily, eſpecially on a 
Lord's day morning, for your mini- 
ers; chat Gon would be with heir 
ſpirits; that they may be enabled 


to lead your devotion with ſeriouſneſs 


and fervency; and.expreſs ſuch de- 


Hires 28 ma be ſuited to your Sircyme : 


ces. And pray far yourſelves 
and one another, that Gon would aſ- 
ſiſt you to keep your thoughts fixed ; 
ons in ,xqur breaſts, and .majotain 


them there, . thro? the whole of his 


ſeryice. When the mipiſter is be- 


Sind iag any prayer, lift np your ſouls 


„te Gon an the language of Chriſt's 
diſciples, Hard, tegel ut d fm! 


Lord, help me in this duty!“ Thoſe : 
„ 575 „1 


I Kom, vili 26. ® Zech. xii, 10, 


68 Directions for profitably. S. 2. 
are moſt important and excellent 
forms in our publick liturgy, if they 
are duly conſidered and ſeriouſly pro- 
nounced, * The Lord be with you.” 
Aus. And with thy ſpirit' ! Lift 
up your hearts.“ Ant. We lift them 
up unto the Lord.“ Remember, that 
divine help will be experienced and 
felt, in proportion to the pains you 
take to prepare your hearts, to engage 
your attention, and feel thoſe affec- 
tions, which ought to attend religi- 
ous addreſſes.— Upon the whole, con- 
fider, the great end of prayer is our 
own edification. Thou giveſt thanks 
well {faith the apoſtle, in the verſe af- 
ter the text) but being in an-unknown 
language, the other, the unlearned, 
is not cuffed. Brethren, it ſhould be 
your concern to be edified; to grow 
better by every act of devotion, more 
wiſe and holy and ſteadfaſt. And this 
T am verily perſuaded, thro? the bleſ- 
fing of Gop, will be the caſe, if you 


8. 2. Joining in publick Prayer. 69 
will attend to and practiſe theſe plain 
directions. I conclude with that 
weighty declaration of Chriſt, Gop 
is a ſpirit; and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in Jpirit and in 
eruth t. I. . 
=: KL 
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Directions for profitably ſing- 
ing the Praiſes of Gov. 
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Ps ALM c. 4. 


Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, 
and into his courts evith praiſe: Be 
thankful unto . and ble/s his 
name. 
HIL E Ve ſing the praiſes 
of our God in his church, 
(ſaith the devout Dr. Vatis) we are 
employed in that part of worſhip, 
which of all others is the neareſt 
a-kin to heaven; aid 'tis pity that 
this, of all others, ſhould be per- 
formed the work upon earth, To ſee 
the 


8. 3. Directions for &C. 71 
the dull indifference, the negligent 
and thoughtleſs air, that fits upon 
the face of a whole aſſembly, while 
the plalm is on their lips, might 
tempt even a charitable obſerver to 
ſaſpect the fervency of inward reli- 
gion; and it is much to be feared, 
the minds of moſt of the worſhippers 
are abſent or wnconcerned.*—l hope, 
things arealtered for che better, ſince 
that complaint was made: which may 
in a great meaſure be attributed to 
the harmonions and ſacred compo- 
fures of this pious poet, and of others, 
which have been publiſhed ance his; 
and to the uſe of them in ſo many 
Churches and families. But, tho' in 
This reſpect we are highly favoured 
above our fathers, there is too much 


-$eaſon yet to com plain, that our pſal- 


mody is not ſo well managed as it 
might be, nor our attention and ar- 
dour in ſinging God's praiſes ſo 


2 as they ſhould be, There is 


Dag - therefore 


73 Directions for profitably S. 3. 
therefore room for my giving you 
ſome directions, for the more devout 
and profitable performance of this 
part of religious worſhip ;- as I have 
already directed you to the proper 
manner of hearing the word; and join- 
ing in publick prayer. To introduce 
' theſe directions, I have choſen that 
exhortation of the pſalmiſt in the 
text: enter into his gates with 
. thankſgiving, and into his courts 
with praiſe: Be thankful unto him, 
and bleſs his name.“ On which [ 
ſhall only obſerve, that the ſeveral 
expreſſions of thankſgiving, praiſe, 
thankfulne/s and bleſſing may be here 
uſed, to intimate to us, how greatly 
our minds ſhould be impreſſed with 
tze importance and ſolemnity of this 
part of worſhip ; and with what ar- 
dour our praiſes. ſhould be offered. 
And ſince this exhortation was ad- 
dàureſſed to the Maelites, who lived un- 
der a darker. OR and had 
The | many. 
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many carnal and burdenſome ordi- 
nances, we are under peculiar obli- 
gations to labour after greater fervor 
in our praiſes; as we enjoy the glo- 
rious goſpel of Chriſt; have more 
delightful ideas of Gop ; more pro- 
miſes of ſpiritual aſſiſtance and bleſ- 
ſing, and a better hope, —The direc- 
tions, which I would give for more 
comfortably, and profitably joining 
in ſinging God's praiſes, are theſe— 
we ſhould ſing with the attention 

of the mind—the melody of the voice 
Sand the devotion of the heart. And 
let me obſerve, that theſe directions 
are equally applicable-to ſinging his 
praiſes in our families; and in ſome 
meaſure. to the ſecret performance 
of this duty. 


I. Gop's praiſes Werbe ſong with 


the attention of the mind. 


e 1 have obſerved in a the 
former diſcourſes, is neceſſary in 


„ | ME EE... 
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every aft of worhip ; becauſe without 
-ehis; dut worſhip cannot be accepta- 
"ble tb Gop, nor ufefal to ourſelves. 
The words which are to be ſung, 
whether given out by another or read 
dy yourſelves, ſhouid be carefully at- 
tended: to, that yo may enter into 
the meaning of them, In order to 
this, the words muſt be con/izered, 
us well as heard of read; and tonfi- 
dered with a view and deſite to un- 
derſtand them. This is the mote 
neerſſary, from the very nature ef 
\podtzy, The” the pſalms ſung in 
our chufclies are generally plain and 
3n0teliigible, yet cheif langange be- 
ing poetical, aud therefore more ele- 
vated aud more eoneiſe than proſe, 
it demands peculiar attention. There 
may be ſome words uſed in theſe 
compoſures, which are not often uſed 
in common language; but the con- 
nexion will generally explain their 
meaning, if it be attended to and 
| Conſidered 


| 


purely animal; 


conſidered. A perſon can never be 
rationally or pioufly affected with 
what he ſings, except he enderſtands 
it. Without this, there is no more 
devotion in him, than there is in an 
organ or other muſical inſtrument, 
which otters the like ſounds. Or if 
there be any tbing like devotion 
excited by mere ſounds, it is proba- 
Sly either enthuſiaſm, or ſomething 
a ſort of pleaſing 
mechanical ſenſation, which perhaps 
ſome brutes may as Rrongly feel, by 
ſounds ſuited to the Rate of their 
frame. Unleſs a perſon underſtands 
what he ſings, he may as well ſing 


Laurin pfalms, as they do in popiſh 


countries: but this can never make 
plalmody a reaſonable ſervice. It is 
our duty as rational creatures, as 
chriltians, as proteſtants, to apply 
our minds cloſely to the words of 
-praile, that we may underſtand them. 
Thus the Pali ſaith; Gop is the 

D6 king 
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76 Directions for profitably 8. 3. 
king of all the earth, /ing ye prai- 
Je* ulili underſtanding *:* which Dr. 
Malis thus beautifully paraphraſeth, 


wg — 8 
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- © Rehearſe his praiſe with awe profound, 
Let knowledge lead the ſong; 
Nor mock him with a ſolemn ſound, , 
Upon a thoughtleſs tengue. 


i In like manner, when St. Pa i is 
reproving the Corinthians for abuſing 
the gift of tongues, and leading the 
praiſes of others in a language un- 
known, he tells them what ought 
to be their care; I will ſing with 


Sore ny 


underſtanding alſo t; I will endea- 
vour to know the meaning of what I 
ſing, and that others may underſtand 
it too; elſe he intimates, that it 
would be quite unprofitable f. — Nor 


| | 3 
Pſal. xlvii, 7. Þ 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 


1 


+ From this reaſoning and theſe texts, it appears, 
that hymns, which expreſs the author's particu= 


lar ſentiments upon diſputable and * 
OCs. 


the ſpirit, and I auill Ang with the © 


8. 3. Singing the Praiſes of Gow, 29 
js it ſufficient to underſtand the words 
which are ſung ; it is neceſſary to 
conſider the importance, excellency and 
ſuitableneſe of the ſentiments contain- 
ed in them, And as in fioging, each 
word and ſyllable is dwelt upon, and: 
pronounced ſlower than in reading or 
converſation, this gives: room for the- 
mind to enter fully into their mean- 
ing, and perceive and feel their pro- 
priety and jinſtructiveneſs. Let us. 
then attend to the ſpiritual and im- 
portant nature of what we ſing; and 
let our thoughts be employed i in cloſe- 
meditation 


. 
1— 7 
* * 


| doBtrines, ( which hymns and doctrines the bulk 
of a congregation, perhaps the moſt intelligent of 
them, cannot underſtand) ought never to be ſung, 
It is no wonder, that clerks in general do not 
ſee the abſurdity of this practice; but it is truly 
wonderful that miniſters do not ſee and prevent 
it. I once heard a hyma ſung in a very large 
aſſembly, containing ſeveral latin and greek words, 
which I am perſuaded not one in it ws hrs | 
| except 1 . hr the Preacher, & 
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78 Direaions for profiratly S. 4. 
meditation upon it.— To this I muſt 
add, that every thing which would 
Binder, or interrapt the attention, 
muſt be carefully avoided, Singing 
is as much 'an act of werſhip as 
prayer; and therefcre the eye ſhould 

be fixed, and not roving and wander- 
Ing about. The coumtenanee ſhould 

be grave and compoſed. All the vi- 
Jible matks of ſeriouſneſs and reve- 
rence ſhould be manifeſted; and every 
thing unſuitable to the folemnity of 
worltip diligently guarded avainft. 
Imention this fo particularly, becauſe 
many Chriſtians, who behave with 
great.decency and reverence in time 

+ of prayer, do not behave ſo, while 
Gngidg ; which I impute to their not 
dul confidering this as an act of wor- 
Thip®. Butibefides externalreverence 

in TIPS God's . the mind 


. 5 
— ee 7 3. + 


Hae. ee 
* I « own = that hone ſeems to me a great im- 
propriety in fitting, while engaged in this ſer- 


moald 5 


8. 3. Singing the Praifer of Gon, 79 
mould be abſtracted, as much 3 
ible, from all fſenfible objects; the 
thoughts ſho414 be often recollected 


to keep them intent; checked when 


they are beginning to wander; and 
conſtant pains ſhould be taken tb 
preſerve and ſecure the attention. 
We are to ſing Gop's praiſes, 22 
II. With the melody of the voice. 


Poetry enlivens. praiſe; and mulick 
'heightens the powers of poetry, and 
gives it more foree to engage and 
affe the mind. It puts ſpirit into 
every word; and their united inflt 
ences e Nt Long and melt. the 


ſoul. 


— * 


vice. It appears Nan from ſome paflages in the 
Old Teſtament, that the Naelites ſtobd up when 
they ſang praiſe +6 Geb, or heard pſalms of gra- 


titude and devotion uttered by the Leviten in 


which they were to expreſs their .conou 
by adding Amen or Hallelugab or both, (1 Chron. 
xxin. 30. 2 Chron, xx. 19. Neh. ix. 5. It was 
allo the cuſtom of the firſt chriſtian churches z 
and it is retained-in many churthes to this day, 
which 1 mention to their honour, 
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ployed in his ſerviee. 
the ert P/almift of Iſrael, whole 
ſoul was at'onee muſical and devout, 
calls his tongue, his glory; 
ſing and. give praiſe; - awake, my 
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to thee, and not be ſilent +.” 
the peculiar glory of man above the 
brutes and even the birds, that he 
can utter harmonious ſounds with a 
rational meaning and pious affections. 
It is fit, that our tongue which is the 


Bo Direction. for profitably: 8. 3. 
ſoul. From hence it will follow, 


that the better the poetry ie, provided 
it be intelligible, and the greater 


harmony there is in uttering it, the 
greater effect it will have upon the 
mind, and make the impreſſion of 


what we ſing more deep and laſting. 


As Gov. hath formed us with voices 


capable of uttering, harmonious 
ſounds, he expects, that they be em- 
In this-view 


«I will 


glory: + + That my glory may ing praiſe 
It 1s 


MOT, of our frame, ſhould be em- 
ores 
-+ Pla, TIE W in * f E 


S. 3. Singing the Praiſes of Gop- $1 
ployed in praiſing Gop ; and it is 
never more our glory, than when it 
is ſo employed, Every one who con- 
ſiders the nature of Gop and his wor- 
»ſhip, muſt be ſenſible, that he ought 
to be ſerved in the moſt perfect man- 
ner we are capable of, And if it be 
allowed, as I think every conſiderate 
perſon muſt allow, that the melody 
of the voice adds to the credit and 
beauty of our worſhip, and tends to 
make it more delightful and edify- 
ing; this ought to be carefully ſtu- 
died. I am not for turning the 
church of God into a theatre or. an 
opera-houſe; but you will agree with 
me, that every part of Gon's worſhip 
ought to be performed in the beſt 
manner. Every one knows, that our 

- ſenſes have great influence on our 
higher powers, The innocent plea- 
. ſures of the ear from harmonious 
ſounds, are an help to excite devout 
aſfectiops in the ſoul. And indeed 
| | : unleſs. 


82 Dirediuns for profirably 8. 3. 
vnlefs ſinging be grateful to the ear, 
the ordinance will be expoſed to con- 


tempt, nor is it ſo likely to anſwer 


the ends of devotion. Gos is not 


'© the atithor of confufion,” but re. 
quires every ching in bis worſhip 
to be dene © decently. and in order.” 


Therefore enre ſhould be taken, that 
there be regelarity, decency and har- 
mory in this ſolemn and delightful 
ſervice. In order to this all ſhould 
join 18 it— and perform it ia the beſt 
manner they are able — M1! frould join 
in it. I mention this, becauſe many 
perſons, whoſe hearts, I hope, are 
truly devoat, never ſing at all; or 
only in a low indiftint murmur, 
-whick even thoſe, who are neareſt to 


_ "thern, can fcarcely hear. But this is 
their fault, if they have not bodily ia - 
frmitres, which prevent their. voices 
From being heard. Every one ought 
t extend his voice in ſinging to as 
great a degree as he is able, provided 
| 10 


E ĩðL 


je be not ftretehed beyond the bounds 
of Harmony, Gov demands the ſets 
vice of the voice. We are required 


t make a joyful viſe unto Gos 
with pfalms; to make the voice of 


His praiſe to be Marg; to play ſxil 
folly with a /Joud noiſe, or (as the 
old verfion reads it) to ing praifes 
luſtily to him with a good conruge . 
We are commanded in the New Teſ . 
tament, to /pea# to borfelves, or 


(as the word may fignify, and is elfe. 
where rendered) to one another, and 


to teach and admeniſh ore. amrher 
in pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual 
ſongs 1 This im plics, that we are 
to fing ſo as to be heard; and not to 
fpeak or ſing only to Ourſelves. I 
hope, there are none of the women, 
who think it unbecomiag the modeſty 
of their ſox, to have their voices 
heard in finging the praiſes of the 
Lord. I . their omiſſion of this 
duty, 

+ PL Kev. 2. Nei. 8. adds 3. | 

1 Eph, v. 19. Col. iii. 16. 
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84 Directions for profitably S. 3» 
duty, or their lazy performance of 
it, which is too notorious in. moſt 
chriſtian churches, are not owing to 
'the want of inclination to glorify | 
God, and heartily to bleſs his name; FF 
tho? one would be ready to ſuſpect it | 
of thoſe, who can ling or ſpeak loud 
encugh at other times. But what- : 
ever it ariſeth from, I muſt be allow- 
ed to rebuke their omiſſion or indo- 
lence. And I do it ſo particularly, 
becauſe L am of the mind of a ſeri- 4 
ous writer upon this ſubject, who ob- 
ſerveth, that it is one, if not the 1 
principal reaſon, why Gos, in his i 
adorable wiſdom, hath diſtinguiſhed, t 
by its pleaſant: ſoftneſs, the voice of 
the woman from that of the man, to 
temper the ſound, and render it more 
ſweet and melodious, when they are 
joined together in ſinging Gop's prai- 
ſes . '—F ne as all are to join in 
ſinging 
tt To this ſome devout chriſtians object, that 


in the churches to which they belong, they have. 
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a ſett of men called fingers, f aka have introdu- 
ced ſuch a large variety of tunes and are fre- 
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ſinging, % all are to do it in the beſt 
manner. It ſhould be the deſire of 
all young people eſpecially, to learn 
to ſing, that they may contribute to 


the harmony of Gop's houſe. Un- 


der the jewiſh diſpenſation, we read 
of ſome, who taught to fing praiſe f. 


But 1 any ak themſelves too 


1 2 ass xxili. 13. 8 


2 * "TIF ** 


quently introducing new ones; and ſome of them 
fo full of repetitions and flouriſhes &c. that 


it is impoſſible for them to learn them; ſo that 


they cannot join, as they ought, and could with 
to do, in this part of worſhip. In theſe churches 
'many ſeem willing that pſalmody ſhould be con- 


fined to the profeſſed ſingers; never attempting 
to join their own voices, leſt they ſhould lofe the 
' pleaſure of hearing theſe, . I muſt leave the paſ- 
tors of ſuch churches to anſwer, if they can, 


this objection of the devout: and can only ex- 
preſs my own aſtoniſhment and concern, that 


they have ever permitted ſo much reaſon to be 
-given for it. What pity is it that ſome of the 


teachers of vthers, are not better acqualited's with 
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86 Directions for profitably 8. 3. 
wiſe, or tao old to learo, or that 
I& is not very important, I jntreat, 
that they would, for their own 
fake, join io finging, and endea- 
Voor, for the ſake of others, 10 do 
it in ſuch a manner as not to in- 
 terrupt the harmony. Particalarly, 
chat they do not run into an un- 
teem!y noiſineſs ; that they do not 
begin before the reſt; nor drawl 
out notes to a tedrous length, when 
the reſt have done, Every one, who 
"can hear at all, muſt be ſenſible, 
. * breeds pnluban, and bin- 
ders 
ooo ear" 
the an, Jeden and effects of ſigging and. me- 


Jody in ganeral, eſperially in divine worſhip. 1 
Would beg leaze to.xecommend.-to their alten- 


Tion what the, ingeniqus and accurate! Dx. Gre- 


go hath ohſerved upon this fubject. „Simpli- 
_ city in melody is abfolutely, necefſary. in all mu- 
Belt intended to 744Gb, the..heart, Not à fſingle 
gte ar. grace ſhould he admitted, hut hat hath 
a tengengy to che prapqſed end. &. Gtr 
. comparative View f the State and F one 
* V PR Kala 
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ders the melody of worſhip. A very 
little attention to the manner in 
which the more ſkilful ſing, and the 
length ef their notes, would prevent 
any great uregularities. And a per- 
fon of a common underflanding, by 
attending 40 the manner in which 
a tune 1s ſet or begun, may obſerve, 
whether its motion is quick or ſlow 
and ſo regulate his ſinging, as at 

| leaſt not to diſgrace the harmony. 
| Nor is the melody of the voice of 
ö ſo little importance as ſome may 
; imagine. In acts of religion towards 
ö Goo, a fmall circumſtance may ex- 
preſs much duty, or much difobe- 


1 dience: and not to perform every 
2 religious fervice in the 3% manner 
e- we are able, is offering to 'Goy 
i- the lame, the fern and the fel,“ 
* and acting as if we thought any 
: manner of performing it good e- 
2 nough' for him. — Let me then in- 


* w 


attention 


f 225 you all, to employ your beſt 


© 
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attention: and ſkill, and exert your 
voices, in this bleſſed employment ; 
that, as the apoſtle expreſſeth it, ye 
may with one mind and one mouth 
| glorify Gop, even the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt f. — Which leads 


me to add, Gov? 8 nou muſt be 
ſung, 


Ill. With the N of the 
heart. 


The . Kill 5 in . the 
exacteſt melody of ſounds, are no- 
thing, except the heart be engaged, 
and accompany the words of the 
voice. Without this, we fing to 
ourjelves and not to the Lord, and 
put him off with mere air. — It is 
neceſſary we ſing with good inten- 
tions; — and rarer affections of, 
heart. bY 

We are to fing with No intenti- 
eng; and not merely to pleaſe the 
bar, or fb fancy,, with. words. and 


t 128 | | tunes» 
＋ Rom. XV. 6. bs 
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tunes. It is not ſufficient to under- 


ſtand what is ſung, to attend to it, 
and join our voices with thoſe of our 
fellow-worſhippers; but our inten- 
tion ſhould be | upright and good. 
And they ſhould be thefe; to glo- 


Tify God, and to edify ourſelves and 


others. Our intention ſhould be 7e 
glorify Gos, as inthe text juſt cited; 
that is, not to make him more glori- 


ous, for neither the praiſes of men 


nor angels can do that; but to do 
him apparent and publick honour; 
TO acknowledge his- glory 3 to pro- 
claim our high veneration and affec- 
tion for him, and celebrate and re- 
-commend him, as an object worthy 
the eſteem and praiſes- of the whole 
world. Thus we are required by the 
pſalmiſt to * ſing forth the Honour of 
this name and make his praise glori- 
by ous ;“ and by the apoſtle, to make 
S * in our hearts to ths Lord. A- 


„  :groeably 
. Pld Ixy1, 2. 
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. greeably to this we are told, that 

* he who offereth praiſe, | glorifierh 
God, ' and that to-*praiſe the name of 


with thankſgiving, pleaſeth the Lord 
better than the moſt coltly ſacrifice *. 
It ſhould be our deſire alſo, 20 edi/y 
ourſelves and one another. Thus St. 
Paul commands us to ſpeak to ours 
ſelues and one another, and to teacl: 
and adnoniſi one another in David's 
pſalms, and hymns of praiſe to Gon, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, ſongs on re- 
ligious ſubjects f. We are to ſing 
with a deſire and endeavour to 
impreſs religious ſentiments and 
truths on our own hearts; and to 
have our ſouls enlivened and quick- 
ened. It ſhould alſo be our intention 
and deſtre to ſpread a ſpirit of devo- 
tion and a lively ſenſe of religion 
NY all who j "_ with us; and ſo 

provoke 


pl. 1. 1 30. jt che v. 19. Col ili. 16, 
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8. 3. Singing the Praiſes of Gov. 91 
provoke one another to a holy emu- 
lation in praiſing and ſerving him, 
© who: inhabiteth; or is ſurrounded 
and delighted with, the praiſes of V. 
raclft.” — And as our intentions in 
this ſervice ſhould be good, ſo, | 
Proper affe&ions ſhould be exei- 
ted and maintained in our hearts. 
The natural paſſions ſhould be work - 
mg, ſuitably and anſwerably to the 
fabjeQs, which employ our thoughts 
and our lipe. For inſtance, — we 
ſhould ſing with an humble reverence 
and arne of Gor's greatne/s and mas» 
_ Jehy; ſenſible chat it is a ſolemn thing 
to ſpeak-unto the Lord, and to take 
his name into our lips, who is glo- 
rious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes,” 
and whoſe * glorious name is altea 
above all bleſſing and praiſe *.'—We 
ſhould ſing with humble adoration of 
his great condeſcenfion ; which is 
GG manifeſted in this, that 

2 _ © any 
1 Pſalm null, 3. Exod, xv, LY Nebs Ix, 11. 
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9% Direction, for profitably S. z. 
* any thing we can do ſhould be cal. 
led /efwice, and any thing we can ſay 
ſhould be called praiſe.— Further, 
We ſhould fing with ardent gratitude 
to Gop for all his bounty and good- 


deeply affected with his mercies, We 
ſhould acknowledge them with grate- 
ful emotion, which will be pleaſing 
to him, and promote in us a diſpo- 
ſition and endeavour to. make him 
proper and acceptable returns in the 
courſe of our lives. Thus ſhould we 
© exalt the Lord, and make a joyful, 
noiſe- to the Gop of our ſalvation.” 
Again,—It ſhould be done with fer- 

went defire nfter him, and lowe to him, 
as the moſt excellent, glorious and 
beneficent being—and with holy chear- 
fulneſs and joy in him, which this or- 
dinance both expreſſeth and increa= 
feth. Hence we are ſo frequently 
called upon * to rejoice and: be glad. 
in the Lord ;* and. to rejoice and 
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neſs to us. Our hearts ſhould be 


8. 3. Singing the Praiſes of Gov: gf: 


Ang praiſe? are often joined in ſerip- 


tare, Singing is a natural expreſſion 
of joy: And we have abundant rea- 
ſon to * rejoice in the Lord always, 
and in every thing to give thanks,“ 
and efpectally when we meet in his 
ſanctuary; there we ſhould © be joy- 


foul in the Lord, be thankful unto 


him, and bleſs his name t.'—Theſe 
are the directions I would offer for 


E Þ your 


1 2 8 


7 If any ſhould aſk, with what diſpoſitions of 
mind they ſhould ſing penitential and mournful 
pſalms and hymns, containing confeſſions of 


ſin, humiliation and ſorrow before Gop, pray- 
ers for pardon, and complaints under afflictions, 


Jean give no other anſwer than this, that ſuch 
palms and hymns ought not to be ſung at all, 
There ſeems to be a glaring impropriety and 
_ abſurdity in this praftice, which, one would 

think, ſnould immediately ſtrike every conſide- 
rate mind. St. Jumes evidently preſcribes a con- 


ttary practice: Is any among you affi#ed, let 


him Fray. Is any merry or chearful, let him 
Jong Pfalm.“ ch. v. 12. Muſical ſinging (faith 


| Cyprian) 
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94 Directions for profitably. 8. 3. 
your comfortable and profitable diſ-. 
charge of this delightful part of pub- 
lick worſhip. Gop's praiſes muſt be 
ſ{ung—with the attention of the mind 
—with the melody of the voice—and. 
with the devotion of. the heart.— 
Your- 


Y 
0 "" 


Cyprian) is moſt agreeable to praiſing and ador- 

ing God, ; but our petitions ought to be preſented 
with fervent prayers, tears and groans. I ſee- 

no ſcripture evidence, that the penitential and 
mournful pſalms of David were ever ſung in. 

the Jewiſh worſhip. It appears from the hiſto- 

ries of the Old Teſtament, that the. only. pſalms 
uſed in the ſervice. of the,zewvi/þ tabernacle and 
temple, were the language of praiſe and thank ſ- 
giving ; or acknowledgments of the divine fa- 
vours, which were adapted to produce gratitude, 
There ſeems therefore to be a peculiar impropri- | 
ety in finging in chriſtian aſſemblies ſuch: poeti- 

cal compoſures as expreſs deep ſorrow, either for. 

our ſins or the ſufferings. of Chriſt, * deſpairing. 
or-melancholy thoughts, or perſonal reſentments 
againſt enemies, or any which are not well ſuited. 

to the ſpirit of the. goſpel, which is a diſpenſa- 
tion of love, hope and joy.“ Watts's Pſalms S va. 
pref, p. Xix. . 


8. 3. Singing the erate of God: 93. 


Your practiſing theſe directions 


might be urged by many conſidera- 
tions. I ſhall only remind you of 
the very great importance of it. 
To fing with the attention is neceſ- 
ſary, as it is an aft of worſhip ;. and 
as it will tend to impreſs divine 
truths. and principles on the mind, 
Io fing with the melody of the voice: 
is. neceſſary, out of regard to the. 
greatneſs and. glory of. that being,. 
_ whoſe praiſe we profeſs to celebrate. 
It is neceſſary, to render our wor- 
ſhip honourable, decent and pleaſing. 
Every one, tho“ he hath no muſical 
ear, is pleaſed: with barmony, and, 
can feel the diſagreeable gratings of. 
diſcord and confuſion. Theſe give 
great pain to every one who bath at- 
tained any ſkill in this divine arts. 
And indeed they have a tendency to 
interrupt the attention, to hinder the 
pleaſure of the work, and even damp 
the e of che heart. Harmony 
in 
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96 Directions for profitably S. 3. 
in ſinging Gop's praiſes tends to en- 
liven and exaſt the affections. By 
heartily joining in this ſervice, and 
performing it in a becoming manner, 
we contribute to elevate the devo- 
tion, and to animate and comfort the 
heart of each other.— It is neceſſary, 
in order to make melody in our 
hearts, that the ſeveral graces cor- 
reſ] pondent to this ſervice be in exer- 
ciſe. For what is melody of voice, 
but a proper mixture of notes or 
ſounds, each in its place? What is 
melody of heart, but the regular ex- 
ercife of every chriſtian grace, ſuita- 
ble to the ſubjects which employ our 
tongues Let this then be our prin- 
cipal concern, to fing with grace in 
our heart to the Lord .“ Without 
this, the fineſt melody of our voices 
Will be but as a ſounding braſs, or 
a tiokling cymbal ;? an empty, un- 
meatiog, W r ET found. Words 

Without 

＋ Col. iii. 16. 
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without meaning are often miſtaken 


by men for civility: and good breed- 
ing: but they will not paſs for pure 


and undefiled religion with him, who 


ſearcheth the heart. Without true 
devotion there, we only * flatter him 
with our lips.“ But when we can ſay 
with Dau, my heart is fixed, Q 
Gop, my heart is fixed, I will ſing 
and give praiſe;” when we * bleſs 
bim with our ui, and: when all thats 
is auithin us praĩſeth his holy name +,? 
in ſuch worſhippers he delighteth. 


Nay, even tho', thro? the infirmi- 


ties of nature or of age, they can only 
© chatter, like a crane or a; fualloau, 
as was the caſe with pious Hexzehrali 
in his ſick neſs , yet with ſuch ſing- 
ing, ſuch ſacrifices of praiſe,, Gop i is. 
well pleaſed. * It is (as a devout. 
writer obſerveth) a real pleaſure to, 
the bleſſed Gop. to ſee ſuch an. uni- 
on and conjunction of hearts in ſing- 

| 20 


0 F Pſaim lvii. 7. Clil, 1. 1 Iſa. xxxvil i. 14. 
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98 Direations for profitably S. z. 
| ing his-praiſes;.-all animated: by one 
and the ſame ſpirit; breathing forth 
the ſame deſires; paying the ſame 
divine worſhip ; all fixed in the con- 
templation and adoration of his ex · 
cellencies and perfections.“ Let every 
one of us then look to our hearts, 
that this ae * not nn 
Hare 18 
That you may ths: dener a 
| with! theſe directions, let me exhort 
and intreat you—Firlt, to gaard your 
tempers and the frame of your ſpirits at 
other times. Particularly watch againſt 
a peevilh, ſour, ſretful temper, which 
will anfit you for the work of praiſe, 
It hath been long obſerved, that per- 
fons Who love muſick, are generally 
good tem pered. And it is highly pro- 
bable, that the frequent and devout 
finging of Gop's praiſes would much 
contribute to ſoften and ſweeten bad 
natural tempers.— Guard againſt a 
| cenſcrious unchaiitable ſpirit, which 
pL indifpoſerh | 


8. 3» Singing the Praiſes of Gon. 3 
indiſpoſeth the heart for ſinging 
and eſpecially ſinging in concert with , 
others. a Let there be'a conftant har- 
mony in your own/oxls, that you 
may be the better diſpoſed for the 
| work of ſoriul praiſe, Endeavour to 1 
gain. and keep ſuch poſſeſſion of your 
ſpirits, that no external circumſtan - 1 
ces may ſour, ruffle or even diſcom- 
poſe them. Be upon your guard 
againſt the prevalence of thoſe. un: 
comfortable paſſions, fear, reſentment 
and ſorrow ; in which too many ſeri- 5 
_ ous. chriſtians indulge themſelves, 
They give way to a melancholy ſpi- 
rit, and take little pains to ſtir up the 
more agreeable paſſions of love, hope 
and joy.z tho! theſe are more ſuita- 
ble to our goſpel privileges, and 
more particularly ſuitable to their 
own ſtate. In conſequence of ſuch | 
diſpoſitions, . as I am cantioning f 
you, againſt, the mind will be ab © l 


moſt always out of tune for this [i 
bleſſed , and ſuch heavy hearts 
-:171 + will 
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will have no reliſh, even for ſongs of 
praiſe. Go requires and expects, 
that we ſerve him with chearfulneſs 
and gladneſs of heart every day; eſ- 
pecially that, as the text directs, we 
*enter his gates with thankſgiving and 


his courts with praiſe,” and approach 


to him as to © our exceeding joy . 

Let me further exhort and in- 
treat yon, that you pray Vor the help 
of God's ſpirit, © Without his aid 
{one of the fathers ſaith) it is impoſ- 
ſible to ſing in good tune, or meaſure 
or harmony ;? at leaſt it is im poſſible 

to ſing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord. When you enter on this 
duty, pray that Gop would * open 
your lips, that your mouths may ſhow 
forth his praiſe ||: That he would 
grant you the influences of the ſpirit, 
to quicken and enlarge your hearts 


in the ſervice; to excite every ſuita- 
ble grace, and keep it in lively exer- 
«iſe; and thus qualify and enable 


6 you 
| + Pfalm xliji, 4. || Pfalm li. 15. 


< 
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you to enjoy more of the pleaſures. 
of devotion, and prepare you for the- 
work of heaven. — And indeed, what 
ſtronger argument can I conelude 
with and urge upon you, to promote 
your obſervance of theſe directions; 
than this; that Aingeng Gon's praiſes 

ii the work of heaven: the only or- 
dinance which will be in uſe there ? 
In that ſtate much of our preſent 
work will ceaſe, and many duties f 
religion will not be neceſſary. Pray- 
er, properly ſo called, will ceaſe. .- 
pentance and ſelf-denial, patience, * 
faith and hope; and: hearing. the 
word, as the means of promoting 
theſe virtues, will all ceaſe. But 
praiſe is the work of heaven: And 


| our improving knowledge, holineſs |} 
; and happineſs. will enlarge:the-ſubs #11 
ü jects of our ſongs, and raiſe and ex 
I alt our capacities of praiſe. Singing | 
e Gon 8 praiſes will laft fox ever, and | 


Drone 1 8. 3. 

be che N of a bleſſed eternity. 
Let us then engage in this Work now 
with all our powers of body and 
mind.— If you, Brethren, will act 
vpon"theſe directions, and thus fing 
the praiſes -of Gop, our allemblies 
will chen be a lively emblem df the 
general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt-born above: And our preſent 
pleaſute and joy would be a foretaſte 
df that, with which-we hope at length 
to join "the worſhip and ſervices of 
that innumerable hoſt of angels and 
glorified ſpirits, who fing the ſong. 
of ' Moſer, the fervant of Gov, and 
ng fong:af the Lamb for ever.” f 
I conclude with the words of pious 
Mio: Baxter: Methinks when we 
are ſinging God's praiſes in great 
aſſemhlies, with joyful and fervent 
fouls,-E have the livelieſt foretaſte of 
Jorg earth: Nor i is there any 
ieee exer-· 
5 E fe XV. 33 


8. 3. e 


' exerciſe in which I had rather end 


my life. And ſhould I not then wil 
lingly go to the heavenly choir, 
| where Goo is praiſed with perfect 
lov¾e and joy and harmony? Lord, 
tune my ſoul to thy praiſes now, that 


ſweet experience may make me long 


to be, where 1 ſhall do it W 


THE END. 


In Pater-nofter-Row, You box; and TJ 
. Eddowes, in SHREWSBURY, 
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